
Borough of Haddonfield 
242 Kings Highway East 
Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

 
COMMISSIONER MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 27, 2022 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 
announcement of Public Meetings was ready by Mayor Bianco Bezich.  After the Pledge 
of Allegiance and moment of silence, roll call was taken.  In attendance were Mayor 
Bianco Bezich, Commissioner Roche, and Commissioner Troy, along with the Borough 
Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then announced the presentation of the departmental monthly 
reports – Police, Fire, Construction, Finance, Public Works and Engineering.  Specifically 
reviewed were the following: 
 
Fire Department: 

- 38 fire calls, 4 of which were mutual aid 
- 129 ambulance calls, 41 of which were mutual aid 
- 3 training drills, as well as 5 additional individual drills 
- Mayor Bianco Bezich noted that a First Responder Camp began today for 6th 

through 8th grade students, for which there is no fee 
 
Police Department: 

- 1470 calls for service, which is the average number for this time frame 
- 335 traffic summonses 
- Motor vehicle thefts continue to occur in town, as well as throughout the state.  

The Chief noted that the thefts are occurring for vehicles that are left unlocked 
and the keys/fobs are left in the vehicle. 

- Lastly, he noted that there have been no serious crimes reported. 
 
Community Development / Construction Office: 

- As the Community Development Director was unable to attend the meeting, 
Mayor Bianco Bezich briefly reviewed the types of information that is provided in 
the report, which is included in the agenda packet. 

 
Revenue & Finance Reports: 

- Commissioner Roche noted that the budgets for both the Borough and for 
Partnership for Haddonfield are up for adoption later in this meeting 

- The collection rate for taxes is at 97.71% at this time 
 
Public Works: 

- The Public Works Superintendent provided a brief list of the routine items that were 
handled by his department in May 

- He noted that there have been some recent service delays by Waste 
Management due to personnel issues.  Any time these delays occur the 
information is posted on the Borough’s social media. 



- The tree crew is now focusing on tree trimming, which are being completed by 
section rather than per request.  Starting today they will be in the Wednesday trash 
route section. 

- He has dealt with 61 road opening permit requests 
- The department has started a new work order system, which he explained 

generally how the system will work. 
- Lastly, he noted the various special events coming up for which his department 

must provide services 
- Commissioner Troy stated that there were 228 trees taken down in the spring, and 

now the tree crew will be trimming trees through September 2022. 
 
Engineering report: 

- The Borough Engineer noted that the 2023 NJDOT grant application has been 
submitted for a portion of W. Summit Avenue. 

- He then reviewed the status of the various projects 
- Commissioner Troy advised that he provides updates for these projects on his 

social media page.  He specifically noted that the stormwater work scheduled for 
Homestead Avenue will be extensive, which should go through 
September/October. 

 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then made a motion to open the public comment period for items 
on the agenda, specifically noting that each person would be given 5 minutes to talk, 
which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The Commissioners approved the motion 
unanimously.  The Mayor asked that anyone who wished to speak on the Budget, that 
they wait until the specified public hearing being held on the budget itself for both the 
Borough budget and the Partnership for Haddonfield budget. 
 
Dr. Blaber, Kings Highway, expressed concerns about the introduction of Ordinance 2022-
11 regarding Emergency Services billings.  To his knowledge the last communications with 
the Ambulance Association and the Commissioners was in January 2022, and he had 
hoped they could discuss this step before putting it on an agenda.  The Ambulance 
Association has been in service for 85 years in Haddonfield.  He talked about the many 
services provided to the Borough by the Association.  He asked how this change will 
impact the taxpayers, especially if the Association loses its capability to provide the 
$200,000 reimbursement to the Borough that they have been doing for some years now. 
Lastly, he asked how the decision on the ordinance was made and what the objective 
is for this. 
 
Richard Hoff, Lakeview Avenue, in reference to Resolution 2022-06-27-106 authorizing the 
addition of specific properties for the Borough Abandoned Properties List, asked why 431 
Lakeview Avenue is not on this list.  He has sent information to the Borough over the years 
regarding this property.  The Borough Solicitor advised that the Borough is aware of the 
conditions and issues with this property.  Mayor Bianco Bezich asked Mr. Hoff to send her 
an email for her to follow up with him on this issue. 
 
Marianne Springer, Concord Drive, asked if the Commissioners were going to address the 
issues brought up by the Ambulance Association.  Mayor Bianco Bezich noted that this is 
a Public Comment period for the meeting and sometimes there are discussions back and 



forth, and then there are times that the Commissioners need to be able to digest the 
comments made before they can comment back.  Additionally, as each person has five 
minutes to speak the Commissioners don’t want to take up some of that time with their 
comments. 
 
As there were no further comments made, Commissioner Roche made a motion to close 
the public comments period for items listed on the agenda.  Commissioner Troy 
seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 
 
2022 Borough Budget 
Commissioner Roche then made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-06-27-093, which 
authorizes the 2022 Borough Budget to be read by title only.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Troy and approve unanimously. 
 
The Borough Administrator then provided a presentation (attached) explaining the 
current budget. 
 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to open the public hearing on the 2022 Borough 
Budget, which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The Commissioners voted 
unanimously to approve the motion. 
 
Steve Springer, Concord Drive, commented to the Mayor that part of her campaign was 
that she would address flooding on Concord Drive, but there has been a tree blocking 
the headwall on Atlantic Avenue, where the flooding on his street comes from, for three 
(3) years now and nothing has been done about it.  Yet, in this budget is $205,000 to 
repair the servant’s quarters building behind borough hall.  In his opinion there is no 
interest in repairing this building by the residents of Haddonfield and this money could be 
used for a better purpose.  The Administrator noted that the bid for the work to repair the 
headwall on Atlantic Avenue is expected to be authorized soon. 
 
As there were no further questions, Commissioner Roche then made a motion to close 
the public hearing on the 2022 Borough Budget.  Commissioner Troy seconded the 
motion, which was approved unanimously.   
 
Next, Commissioner Roche opened the public hearing on the amendment to the 2022 
Borough Budget that was approved at the June 13, 2022 Commissioner Work Session.  
Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.  As there 
were no questions or comments made at this time Commissioner Roche made a motion 
to close the public hearing on the amendment to the 2022 Borough Budget, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich then introduced Resolution 2022-06-27-093A, which made a second 
amendment to the budget, and is shown in full below: 
 
 
 
 
 



2022-06-27-093A June 27, 2022 
Authorization to Approve Amendment #2  

for 2022  Borough Budget 
 
 WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2022 was approved on 
the 23rd  day of May, 2022; and 
 WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as advertised, 
and  
 WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said budget. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the 
Borough of Haddonfield, County of Camden, State of New Jersey, that the 
following amendments to the budget of 2022 be made: 
 

 FROM TO 
 Miscellaneous Revenues – Section A   

Fund Balance 
 

3,038,000.00 
 

3,113,000.00 
 

Total Fun Balance 3,038,000.00 3,113,000.00 
 
Subtotal General Revenues 8,213,487.66 8,288,487.66 

Receipt from Delinquent Taxes 565,000.00 490,000.00 
 
Total General Revenues 21,473,542.70 21,473,542.70 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed 

forthwith in the Office of the Director of Local Government Services for 
certification of the local municipal budget so amended.  

 
The Borough Administrator advised that this amendment does not affect the final budget. 
 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-06-27-093A, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy and approved unanimously through a roll call vote. 
 
Lastly, Commissioner Roche made a motion to adopt the 2022 Borough Budget as 
amended.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then approved 
unanimously by a roll call vote. 
 
2022 Partnership for Haddonfield (PfH) Budget 
Mayor Bianco Bezich provided a brief explanation of this budget before Commissioner 
Roche made a motion to approve Resolution 2022-06-27-094, authorizing the reading of 
the budget by title only.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Roche then made a motion to open the public hearing on the 2022 
Partnership for Haddonfield Budget, which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The 
motion was approved unanimously.  As there were no questions or comments made, 
Commissioner Roche then made a motion to close the public hearing on the budget.  



Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously.  Lastly, 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to adopt the 2022 Partnership for Haddonfield 
budget, which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved 
unanimously by a roll call vote. 
 
The following Ordinances were then reviewed: 
 

2022-06 – Amends Chapter 56 Entitled Shade Tree Commission – Second Reading 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to open the public hearing on this ordinance, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously.  As there were no 
questions asked Commissioner Roche made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt 
the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously. 
 
2022-07 – Preservation of a CAP Bank – Second Reading 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to open the public hearing on this ordinance, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously.  As there were no 
questions asked Commissioner Roche made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt 
the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously. 
 
2022-08 – Non-Union Salary Ordinance – Second Reading 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to open the public hearing on this ordinance, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously.  As there were no 
questions asked Commissioner Roche made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt 
the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously. 
 
2022-09 – $1,384,000/$1,314,800 Multi-Purpose Capital Bond Ordinance – Second Reading 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to open the public hearing on this ordinance, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously.  As there were no 
questions asked Commissioner Roche made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt 
the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Troy seconded the motion, which was then 
approved unanimously. 
 
2022-10 – Amends Chapter 75 Entitled Board of Health – First Reading 
Mayor Bianco Bezich advised that the public hearing on this ordinance would be held at the 
July 25, 2022 Commissioner Meeting. Commissioner Roche made a motion to approve the 
ordinance on first reading, which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was 
approved unanimously.   
 
2022-11 – Amends Chapter 23 Entitled Emergency Medical Services Fees – First Reading 
Mayor Bianco Bezich advised that the public hearing on this ordinance would be held at the 
July 25, 2022 Commissioner Meeting. Commissioner Roche made a motion to approve the 
ordinance on first reading, which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was 
approved unanimously.   
 
2022-12 – Amends Chapter 176 Entitled Registration of Defaulted Mortgages – First Reading 
Mayor Bianco Bezich advised that the public hearing on this ordinance would be held at the 
July 25, 2022 Commissioner Meeting. Commissioner Roche made a motion to approve the 



ordinance on first reading, which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was 
approved unanimously.   
 

 
The following resolutions were approved by a Consent Agenda: 
 
095. Authorization to Pay Vouchers 
096. Authorization to Sign Professional Services Agreement for Bond Counsel Services 
097. Authorization to Sign Professional Services Agreement for Borough Planner Services 
098. Authorization to Sign Professional Services Agreement for Redevelopment Planner 

Services 
099. Authorization to Award Bid – Tree Stalk & Stump Removal Services 
100. Authorization to Award Bid – Stump Removal Services 
101. Authorization to Approve Change Order No. 1 FINAL – 2021 Road Program / NJDOT 

Peyton Avenue Reconstruction 
 
Commissioner Roche made a motion to approve these Consent Agenda Resolutions, 
which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
The following resolutions were then approved separately: 
 
RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-06-27-102 Authorization for 

Partnership for 
Haddonfield to Hold 
the Summer Sidewalk 
Sale & Eat on the 
Street Events 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-06-27-103 Authorization to 

Approve General 
Event Permit 
Applications – Various 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-06-27-104 Authorization to 

Approve 
Appointments – 
Various 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-06-27-105 Authorization to Submit 

Application and 
Execute Grant 
Agreement with the NJ 
Department of 
Transportation for 
FY2023 NJDOT Trust 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  



Fund – W Summit 
Avenue 

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-06-27-106 Authorization to Add 

Properties to 
Haddonfield’s 
Abandoned Properties 
List 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 

RESOLUTION TITLE MOTION TO APPROVE SECOND 
2022-06-27-107 Authorization to Award 

Bid – Police 
Department 
Remediation Services 

Commissioner Roche Commissioner Troy 
VOTE:  Commissioner Troy – Yes 
            Commissioner Roche – Yes 
            Mayor Bianco Bezich – Yes  

 
Mayor Bianco Bezich announced that there were no closed session items to discuss, 
therefore, Resolution 2022-06-27-20-108 would not be called into motion. 
 
Commissioner Roche then made a motion to open the public comment period for non-
agenda items.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Troy and approved 
unanimously.  Before anyone in attendance spoke, Commissioner Roche thanked 
everyone who came to the meeting with regards to Crows Woods, as well as everyone 
who sent him emails on this topic.  He commented on the communications that he been 
held between himself and the Haddonfield Soccer Club (HSC) since May 19th concerning 
Crows Woods that have addressed 1) safety, 2) playability, and 3) accessibility.  On June 
21st there were a number of options available regarding these fields.  One of the options 
presented was, through the use of Open Space Funds, the Borough would pay for the 
cost of the sod with the caveat that the Borough would have to follow the fair and open 
bidding process.  This meant going out for competitive bids, as well as having to pay 
prevailing (union) costs, which would all take time.  On June 21st he informed the 
Haddonfield Board of Education (BOE) and the HSC that he had made the decision to 
take this option.  He understood that the Soccer Club has been able to secure use of 
other fields through Moorestown Friends for the travel teams.  Additionally, himself, and 
the Borough Administrator met with various BOE Administration members to discuss 
playability and accessibility on these fields for the Borough, as well as for the BOE.  During 
this meeting there were discussions on the possibility of using various BOE gymnasiums for 
the younger groups, as well as using Scout Field.  Therefore, there are a number of options 
available to the HSC, for what he understood to be a 20 hour per week requirement.  He 
hopes that helps the Association.  He finished by thanking everyone for their patience 
through this interruption.   
 
Mayor Bianco Bezich advised everyone present that everyone would be held to a 5-
minute period of time to comment.  Please be respectful of everyone else that is here to 
speak as well.  If you wish to speak again, please wait until everyone else has had a 
chance to speak who wishes to do so. 
 



Amy Henry, ______________________, President of the HSC, we are here in the spirit of 
partnership and are vested in the Crows Woods area.  We are not just partners who have 
asked for your space.  She is here to clarify some points that have been communicated 
inaccurately and asked for transparency as we go forward.  We have been spending 
about $66,000 a year to maintain Crows Woods; i.e. mowing, seeding, buying blankets 
for the fields.  We have nurtured it, we have stewarded it.  We have for years received 
$20,000 in reimbursement.  She noted that Commissioner Roche, in the newspapers, was 
quoted as suggesting that the Borough had agreed to pay for half of the sod and the 
Soccer Club felt that was a good deal.  It was more than they wanted to spend, but they 
felt that it was a fair deal.  Then a few days later we were told that our $20,000 
reimbursement would be rescinded.  This made it so that it wasn’t $25,000 towards sod 
plus $20,000, but it was thought that the sodding would start next week.  This is the only 
space to house our program.  She advised Commissioner Roche that they were not in a 
deal with Moorestown Friends, this was just an option that they were exploring.  She also 
noted that anyone who understands their program understands that this is not something 
that can be done in a gym and is not a program that is the same if we moved to 
Moorestown Friends.  We are in desperate straights because right now the information 
they have received is that maintenance is going away, that something is being done on 
Crows Woods with no details and that the fall season will be disrupted.  We have asked 
for the plan that was supposed to be in progress, which said which borough spaces 
would be available, and we have been provided that as yet.  She acknowledged that 
there have been conversations, but unfortunately all of these have practical 
contingencies to them.  You cannot put kids on a baseball diamond, in the infield, 
without doing something to fix that field immediately.  You can’t put kids in a gym and 
reinventing the program without serious complications.  We have asked for seat at the 
table.  We are your partners.  We have invested.  She felt they have earned the right to 
have a seat at the table, to have a detailed conversation that gets them on the field in 
a practical manner, which doesn’t just sound good, like we are working together, but 
where we are actually working together.  This is why everyone is here tonight, because 
we really care about working with you and we really care about having a viable program 
in the fall.  We are open, and creative.  We are also working with the BOE, but the truth is 
they do not have long term solutions in place.  If the plan is to go out to bid and not 
starting sodding until September, then they do not have a place to play.  We have also 
not been told what to do with the maintenance plan, whether the Borough is taking that 
over.  Right now, we work with vendors directly.  Is the Borough going to be taking over 
that relationship?  If not, then they are going to have some expensive sod on Crows 
Woods with no grass around it, because their maintenance work usually starts now.  This 
is something they do all year round, and do not take a few months off in the summer.  
She is here today because they feel there is a crisis for the fall.  There is a demand for this 
program from the children in town.  They are willing to work with the Borough, but they 
are asking for transparency and partnership. 
 
Devon Perry, Windsor Avenue, then spoke.  She noted that she has children in lacrosse, 
soccer and softball in town.  She expressed admiration for the volunteers in the town 
sports, including the coaches and referees, for working together, especially during the 
pandemic.  She implored the Commissioners to understand, as they listen to everyone 
here, that there are so many positives for being supportive of all the time and energy of 



this organization.  If you need to see the support for this program in another way, just let 
them know so that they can show that to you. 
 
(Mr.) _____________, Kasio/Casio, Station Avenue, noted that his son just graduated from 
high school the previous week and his family has lived in Haddonfield for 22 years.  From 
2018 to 2022 the high school has won 1,005 sporting games, with 307 losses, for a winner 
percentage of 77%.  There were 43 Conference Titles, 33 Sectional Titles, 18 State 
Championships, and specifically in the 2021/2022 season they won 9 Conference Titles, 
11 Sectional Titles and with 5 teams in the State Championships.  For the 17th straight year, 
the high school was declared the winner of the NJ Best IAA Shoprite Cup.  The boys and 
girls in this town start with soccer when they are very young.  He noted that Crows Woods 
has been terrible for the last 22 years and it has always been pushed to the side and now 
the residents are paying the consequences for blind eyes.  My concern now is that this is 
going to be pushed off again and we are going to lose half our potential players, who 
won’t be willing to drive to Moorestown Friends and won’t play soccer, or even get into 
sports.  He feels that in 10-15 years we won’t get the records that we have now because 
of the loss of these fields.  He was a coach for 2 years now.  For them, we need a better 
partnership and a better strategy than just sod. 
 
Three young girls then got up and spoke about the poor conditions of the fields, 
especially when it rains.  They asked for the Commissioners and the Soccer Club to work 
together for the benefit of the fields and the players. 
 
Another young player spoke about the patches in the fields and stated that if it rains in 
the middle of the week the fields are still too wet on the weekend to be able to play. 
 
(Miss )___________ Cassio/Kassio, ______________, stated that she has been playing soccer 
since 7th grade.  This has been a big part of her life and she feels that it has a big impact 
in Haddonfield as well.  They need to have a field to play on.  She would like for her first 
year in high school to be memorable, which would include playing soccer. 
 
Megan Cutter, _________________, stated that she played with the HSC from 2009-2017.  
She then provided her experiences of playing at Crows Woods during this time and the 
positive effects it has had on her life.  She talked about learning to be teammates that 
needed each other to succeed.  Because of soccer they have been able to have an 
impact in changing the world from their hometown, Haddonfield.  In 2016, she and her 
teammates, lead by their coaches and parents, founded Teams Work for Good, and 
non-profit organization.  For the past 6 years this organization has been able to help those 
in need locally, regionally, nationally, and at times internationally.  During their high 
school years, they participated in monthly acts of services and held monthly meetings.  
They have accumulated over $100,000 that has been dispersed to charity they felt 
passionate about.  This group continues to provide acts of service at their colleges all 
over the country and it all began because of soccer.  All the little girls that come behind 
her group may not be lucky enough to be coached by her coaches and play with the 
girls she played with, but they will be lucky enough to have the opportunity to play soccer 
in Haddonfield.  Who is to say that all these little girls won’t be able to do what she has 
done all because of playing soccer. 
 



Kim Custer, former resident from Evergreen Avenue, provided an historical perspective 
on Crows Woods.  She was working in the Borough’s Public Works Department when the 
fields were being built by Walt Saladick (SP).  Those fields were meant to serve as a park 
for everyone in the community.  The Borough did not have enough money at that time 
to build professional grade soccer fields.  She commended everyone for coming out to 
speak about the soccer use of these fields.  The problem is that there is a constraint there 
because it was a town dump.  This dump was not capped with concrete, but with leaves 
that were collected from the town.  It was never made to be a professional grade soccer 
field and because of what it was, it is never going to be a top-notch place to play.  She 
would love to see it improved, but it has its limitations.  She noted that she had advocated 
for years that additional parks and fields were needed in town.  As for Crows Woods, it is 
always going to be settling.  It is always going to be moving.  It is supposed to be a public 
park.  She hopes that the next time a piece of property becomes available, she hopes 
that it will become a park or another field to play on. 
 
Shamus __________________, Chestnut Street, stated that he has played soccer for the last 
2 years and have no idea if he will be playing soccer in the future or something else.  If 
the town doesn’t come up with a solution then the next generation won’t even be able 
to make that choice. 
 
(Mr.) Jim ________________, Mountwell Avenue, he has been a Coach for the Club since 
2004.  While we knew this was inevitable, there wasn’t enough done in planning.  This is 
no one person’s, or one Administration’s, fault, but here we are.  He spoke about how 
rumors have been passed around about this issue.  As for Moorestown Friends, there was 
only one email sent so far about this, and it is an absolute worse-case scenario use, and 
is not a true fix.  If we can’t figure things out, they may be able to help a small portion of 
our program.  The main focus should be on how to keep these kids in town, and how can 
we work on a very transparent level with all the other clubs that aren’t in this situation.  
We can do amazing things in this town and this is just another road block where we need 
to figure out how we can work together to get these kids on the field in fall.  If that means 
we have to discussions with all the sports groups in town to figure out how much space 
we all really need, then he is hoping that can be done in an open and transparent 
manner.  For years the HSC has figured out how to deal with this, but now we need to do 
this all together.  We are one of the strongest clubs in the state.  For our size and with our 
numbers we are a model and we’ve worked so hard to get to that point.  He hopes the 
Commissioners see how hard this group has worked and that we can work together to 
get this done. 
 
Mr. Springer suggested using the $205,000 budgeted for the building behind Borough Hall 
help the soccer club.  He stated that transparency in needed to get this done. 
 
Jeremy __________________, Washington Avenue, stated that he is the Vice President of 
Haddonfield Youth Lacrosse and a former Coach for the HSC.  We are in constant 
communication with all of the leadership for the youth clubs.  They have actively been 
working together and are working to have an active partnership with the town to find 
solutions.  Although the majority of the discussions here are about Crows Woods, he noted 
that this is not the only field that is having significant issues.  He then talked about the 
condition of Centennial Field after 5 football groups used that field for a season, that field 



was is rough shape.  Now, come February 1st we requested seeding, weed control and 
fertilizer be put down because the middle of the field was all dirt.  That field has been 
closed multiple times over the last 4 years, some of which was project work at a cost of 
$400,000, but has not been maintained.  The issue that is becoming clear is that this is not 
just about the space, but actively maintaining.  He noted that the Green Acres field is 
maintained, but is still in disrepair.  Unfortunately, Centennial Field was not seeded.  There 
were some coaches that took it upon themselves to put seed down, but it was not 
enough.  In conference games, we were forces to play all of the games on an away 
basis.  We are asking for forward thinking and planning.  If the town cannot do this 
because they are too limited in their services, then they would be happy to partner with 
the town.  We have impassioned people here that just want to find places for our kids to 
play.  You are talking about accessibility, safety and playability, but this year the town is 
0-3 on the grass fields for this year; Crows Woods was shut down, home games could not 
be played on Centennial Field, and Green Acres needs care and TLC.  We are asking 
the Commissioners to put families in town first.  Approximately 1/3 of the town’s citizens 
are not being given adequate attention and resources to have what other kids have 
had while growing up. Please stop ignoring the problem and let’s find solutions together. 
 
Joseph Matteson, Loucroft Avenue, stated that Haddonfield is an incredible community, 
but our fields are atrocious.  He believes that we can come up with a solution together, 
however, in the short-term we may lose these kids to sports clubs in other towns.   
 
Bob Bennett, Mt. Vernon Avenue, stated that he is friends with people who manage 
many of the youth sports in town and he is also friends with the Mayor.  He has an 
appreciation for the kids that stood up at this meeting to speak.  HSC is part of the fabric 
of this community.  These are our young leaders, our ambassadors to other communities.  
We need to find a way to make this work.  He asked the Commissioners and the HSC to 
not pull back on this program. 
 
Justin ____________, S. Edge Park Drive, started by thanking the Commissioners for their 
public service.  He indicated that he did not believe there has been enough 
communication between the parties involved.  He is hearing that this is complicated, but 
he has not heard enough about what can be done to provide a long-term solution.  As 
we have heard tonight, our children are learning life lessons through team membership.  
He finished by stating that this is our time to be passionate. 
 
Brian _______________, Westmont Avenue, stated that as a group they will not be going 
away.  They are dedicated to quickly finding creative ways to make this work. 
 
Jim Maroney, Chestnut Street, commented that this is the time to show our kids that when 
you bring things to government it can work.  We need a long-term solution so that 
everyone can benefit; we need a plan that we can get behind. 
 
Marcella _________________, Westmont Avenue, stated that she has been playing soccer 
since she was 2 years old.  Playing with HSC has taught me to grow, meet people and so 
much more.  It would be a positive impact to continue to allow kids to learn to play. 
 



Kegan _____________________, Douglass Avenue, stated that soccer was her first love and 
talked about her positive history with the sport.  She finished by stating that a solution 
needs to be found. 
 
Ryan Bushman, ___________________, stated that this is not only about the game, but the 
experiences learned.  He finished by stating that the problem needs to be fixed. 
 
Eileen Stilwell, Potter Street, commented on a report from the State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) that the Snowden Avenue project encroached on the Historic District.  As 
a result, what is the Borough’s plan moving forward.  She also asked what the 
Commissioner’s reactions were to this report, whether or not the project would be 
changed.  The Mayor replied that the Borough does have a schedule appearance 
before SHPO on August 12th on this issue.  We have not worked on the presentation to be 
given to them as yet.  The encroachment is not a surprise and brief discussed what could 
be done for that problem.  Discussions need to be had with SHPO before making any 
changes. 
 
As there were no further questions or comments Commissioner Roche made a motion to 
close the public comment period on non-agenda items and adjourn the meeting. At 
9:27 p.m., which was seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 



2022 BOROUGH 
BUDGET

Highlights



$21,434,279.04 TOTAL BUDGET $0.024 CENT INCREASE WHICH WILL 
COST AN ADDITIONAL $127 FOR A 
PROPERTY ASSESSED AT $512,368.

MUNICIPAL BUDGET IS 16% OF YOUR 
TAX BILL. LIBRARY IS 1.11% AND 

MUNICIPAL OPEN SPACE IS .16%



Revenue 
Comparison

• Dependance on Surplus 
continues to increase

• Revenue collections 
slowly resuming to pre-
pandemic numbers.
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INCREASES/ISSUES
• Shared Service for Construction Code Official

• Gas & Diesel Pricing

• Recycling Costs

• Pension Costs

• Initiating a new Master Plan



Fire Dept

• 41 volunteers – 19 are 
Haddonfield residents

• 467 calls for service in 
2021

• 302 calls were between 
6:00am to 6:00pm

• 2021 Response time 
average over 6 min per 
call.

• Budget includes 
$150,000 for 6-month 
program.



2022 CAPITAL PLAN/ARP FUNDS
• $2,542,000 Road Program ∙ $948,500 Stormwater Projects
• $231,500 Walnut St Retaining Wall ∙ $190,000 Digital Upgrades
• $455,000 Public Works Equipment
• $109,500 Public Safety Equipment
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